THE PurpPose OF LIFE

I’'m very honored to have this opportunity
to address you here. And | want to say that this is
not a lecture...l don't think that I'm prepared to
lecture. But it’s sort of...advice to myself. Because |
see myself sitting in these chairs in front of me. Just
a few days ago, few years ago, just a little while ago
- | was sitting right there where you are, whatever
nationality - it doesn’t matter. A human being that
was not aware of Islam. And at that particular time,
| was someone who did not really understand... the
purpose of life!

So with that note, | would request you to
think of what I’'m saying to you just as information
and as advice - not a lecture. The information which
| wish to share with you, it may seem a bit extensive.
When you consider the capacity of the human brain
and the amount of information it can store and that
it can decipher - then with the few pages of informa-
tion today, I'm sure it will not overburgen you.

It is my responsibility to address the topics
of our discussion today - what is the purpose of our
life? And also ask the question - “What do you know
about Islam?” I mean - what do you really know
about Islam? Not what you've heard about Islam;
Not what you've seen as actions of some Muslims,
but - what do you know about Islam?

I’'m honored to have this opportunity, and
| would like to begin by saying that all of you have
an equal responsi%ility... And that responsibility is
to read or listen - with an open heart and an open
mind.

In a world filled with prejudice and cultural
conditioning it is very hard to find people that are
able to take a moment to think. To think about life
objectively, to try to arrive at the truth about this
world and the real purpose of our lives. Unfortunate-
ly, when you ask most People the question - “What
is the purpose of our lite?” which is such a funda-
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mental and important question, they will not tell you
what they have conclu(gled through observation or
anal tica?/reasoning. In most cases, they will certain-
ly tell you what someone else said... Or they will tell
you what is commonly presumed by others. What my
father said the purpose of life is, what the minister of
my church said the purpose of life is, what my teacher
in school said, what my friend said.

If | ask anyone about the purpose of eating,
“Why do we eat?” Most people will answer, in one
word or another, “It’s for nutrition!” Because nutrition
sustains life... If | asked anyone why they work? They
will say, because it's necessary in order to support
themselves and to provide the needs of their family. If
| asked anyone why they sleep, why they wash, why
they dress, etc., they will answer - “This is a common
necessity for all human beings.” We can follow this
line of questioning with a hundred questions, and
receive the same or similar answers from anyone, in
any language, in any Lolace in the world, simple! “Why
is it, that when we ask the question, ‘What is the goal
and the purpose of life?’, that we get so many differ-
ent answers¢” That's because people are confused,
they don't really know. They’re stumbling in the dark.
And rather than saying, “I don’t know,” they just offer
any answer that they’ve been programmed to answer.

Let’s think about this. Is our purpose in this
world simply to eat, sleep, dress, work, acquire some
material things and enjoy ourselves? Is this our pur-
pose? Why are we born? What is the object of our
existence, and what is the wisdom behind creation of
man and this tremendous universe? Think about that
question!

Some people argue that there is no proof of
any divine origin, there is no proof that there’s a God,
there’s no proof that this universe has come about
through any divine purpose. There are people who
believe this way - and they say that perhaps this world
came about by chance. A big bang, and this whole
great world with all of its orchestration just came
together. And they argue that life doesn’t have any
definite Eurpose and that there’s nothing that can be
proven through either logic or science that there is
a Gcl)o(ljl, or purpose, or any divine reason behind this
world.

Here | would like to mention a few verses from
the Quran that address this subject.

“Verily! In the creation of the heavens and the
earth, and in the alternation of night and day, there
are indeed signs for men of understanding, who
remember Allah standing, sitting, and lying down
on their sides, and contemplate the creation of the
heavens and the earth, (and conclude), “Our Lord!
You have not created all this without purpose, glory
to You! Grant us salvation from the torment of the
Fire.” [Quran 3: 190-191]
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In the above verses, Allah has mentioned
very clearly to us, by first drawing our attention to
the creation of our own being. T%]e different pos-
tures of the human body, the different attitudes of
people. He draws our attention to the heavens. The
alternation of the night and the day. The firmament,
the stars, the Consteﬁations... And then He says to
us that He has not created all of this for any foolish
purpose! Because when you see the design of it,
you know that the design of it is very powerful and
very precise. And something very powerful and
very precise that is beyond our own calculation and
imagination - it cannot be foolish. It cannot be just
thrown together.

For instance, if you took ten marbles and
numbered them one to ten. And all of them were
different colors. And you put them inside of a bag
and you shook the bag. And then, closing your
eyes, reached inside that bag and | told you, “Pull
out marble number one. And then pull out marble
number two. And then pull out marble number
three, in order.” What's the chance of you pulling
out those marbles in order? Do you know what the
chances are? Twenty six million to one! So what are
the chances of the Heavens and the Earth bein
thrown in a big bang, and being orchestrated Iiie
they are? What's the chance of that?

My dear respected guests- we have to ask
ourselves one more question... When you see a
bridge, a building, or an automobile - you auto-
matically consider the person or the company that
constructed it. When you see an airplane, a rocket,
a satellite, or a large ship - you also think about
how incredible a vehicle that it is. When you see
a nuclear plant, an orbiting space station, an inter-
national airport equipped with everything, also if
you consider other structures that exist here, in this
country - you have to be thoroughly impressed with
the engineering dynamics that are involved.

Yet, these are just things that are manufac-
tured by human beings. What about the human
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body with its massive and intricate control sys-

tem? Think about it! Think about the brain— how

it thinks, how it functions, how it analyzes, stores
information, retrieves information, distinguishes and
categorizes information in the millionth of a second!
The brain does all of it constantly. Think about a
brain for a moment. This is the brain that made the
automobile, the rocket ship, the boats, and the so
and so. Think about the brain and who made that.
Think about the heart, how it pumps continuously
for sixty or seventy years — in taking and discharging
blood throughout the body, and maintaining that
steady precision throughout the life of that person.
Think about it! Think about the kidneys - what kind
of function they carry? The purifying instrument

of the body, which performs hundreds of chemical
analyses simultaneously and also, controls the levels
of toxicity in the blood. It does this automatically.
Think about your eyes - the human camera that
adjusts focus, interprets, evaluates, and applies color
automatically. The natural reception and adjustment
to light and distance — all automatically. Think about
it - who created that? Who has mastered that? Who
plans that? And who regulates that? Human beings -
themselves? No... of course not.

What about this universe? Think about this.
The Earth is one planet in our solar system. And our
solar system is one of the systems in the Milky Way.
And the Milky Way is one of the constellations in
that galaxy. And there are millions of galaxies like the
Milky Way. Think about that. And they are all in or-
der. They are all precise. They are not colliding with
each other; they are not conflicting with each other.
They are swimming along in an orgit that has been
set for them. Did human beings set that into motion?
And are human beings maintaining that precision?
No, of course they're not.

Think about the oceans, the fish, the insects,
the birds, the plants, and bacteria, the chemical
elements that have not been discovered and can-
not be detected even with the most sophisticated
instruments. Yet, each one of them has a law which
they follow. Did all of this synchronization, balance,
harmony, variation, design, maintenance, operation,
and infinite numeration - did this happen by chance?
And also, do these things function perpetually and
perfectly also by chance? And do they keep on
reproducing themselves and maintaining themselves
also by chance? No, of course not.

To think so would be illogical and foolish. At
the very least it would indicate that however it came
to be, it is totally outside the realm of human capa-
bilities. We would all agree to that. The being that
is deserving of praise andgratitude is the almighty
power - God. God created all of this, and is respon-
sible for maintaining all of this. Therefore, God is the
only one that deserves of praise and gratitude.
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If | gave each one of you a hundred dollars, for
no reason, just for coming here, you would at least
say, “Thank you.” However, what about gour eyes,
your kidneys, your brain, your life, your breath, your
children? What about that? Who gave you that? Is He
not worth?; of praise and thanks? Is He not worthy of
your worship and your recognition? My brothers and
sisters that, in a nutshell, is the purpose and the goal
of this life.

Allah says in the Quran:

“I have not created the jinn, the spirits, nor the
human beings, for any other purpose except to wor-
ship Me.” (Quran 51: 56)
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This is what God Almighty said. So our purpose
in this life is to recognize The Creator and to be grate-
ful to The Creator. To worship The Creator. To surren-
der ourselves to The Creator, and to obey the laws
that He has determined for us. In a nutshell, it means
worship. This is our purpose in this life. And whatever
we do in the course of that worship-- the eating, the
drinking, the dressing, the working, the enjoyment
between life and death-- all of this is just consequen-
tial. We have been created for worship - that’s the
purpose of our life. | believe that even someone who
is scientific or analytical would agree with that pur-
pose. They might have some other ulterior purpose
within themselves, but that’s something they have to
deal with between themselves and Almighty God.

Now on to the second half of our topic. What
do you know about Islam? Not what you've heard
about Islam. Not what you have seen in the actions of
Muslims, because there’s a difference between Islam
and Muslims. Just like there’s a difference between a
man and a father. A man who has children - he is a
father, but being a father is a responsibility. If a man
does not fulfill those responsibilities, he is not neces-
sarily a good father. Islam is a rule and an order. If a
Muslim does not fulfill these rules and orders, he is
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not a good Muslim. So you cannot compare Islam by
Muslims.

We hear the terms ‘Islam” and ‘Muslims’ quite
often. And we read about Islam and Muslims in ﬁwe
periodicals, textbooks of colleges and universities.
We hear and see a lot of inaccurate, misleading, and
Eurposeful misinformation through the media. And |
ave to admit that some of this misinformation and
misrepresentation have been perpetuated by Mus-
lims themselves. Yet one of every five persons in this
world of some five billion people is a Muslim! One
out of five people in this world is a Muslim! This is
a statistic that you can verify in the encyclopedia,
or the almanac, or in other sources that you like to
look at. How is it that if one out of five people in this
world is a Muslim, that we don’t know somethin
about Islam? The facts about Islam. If | told you that
one out of five people in this world was Chinese,
which is a fact — there are one billion Chinese in the
world, one out of five people is Chinese! Then we
know the geo raphicalr,) the social, the economical,
the political, the philosophical, the historical factors
about China and Chinese! How come we don't
know about Islam?

What is it that joins so many different nations
and this universal configuration into a common fra-
ternity? What makes a érother or sister in Yemen my
brother or sister, and I’'m from America. And makes
this brother from Eritrea my brother or sister. And
makes another brother from Indonesia my brother.
And from Africa my brother. And another one from
Thailand my brother. And from ltaly, Greece, Poland,
Austria, Colombia, Bolivia, Costa Rica, China, from
Spain, from Russia, and so forth... What makes them
my brother or sister!? We with different cultural and
psychological backgrounds! What is it about Islam
that automatically embraces us and joins us together
as a brotherhood? What are the accurate characteris-
tics of this misunderstood way of life that is followed
by a great part of humanity?

I will try to provide you with some facts.
But in addition to this, as I've mentioned to you
before, it is necessary for you to be open-minded
and open-hearted - because, if | turned the glass
upside-down and poured water on it, I'll never get
a glass of water. It has to be the right side up. Facts
alone do not lead to understanding, but rather a
combination of tolerance, ambition, and the ability
to appreciate and accept the truth when you hear it.

The word ‘Islam’ means surrender, submis-
sion, and obedience. Surrender, submission, and
obedience to the law of Almighty God. You can say
‘Allah.” You can say ‘The Creator.” You can say ‘The
Supreme God,” ‘The Supreme Force,” ‘The All-Wise,’
all of these are His names.

Muslims use the Arabic word for God, Allah,
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because in Arabic there is no other expression. The
word Allah cannot be applied to any created thing.
Other words that people use for Almighty are also
applied to created things. For example, “the almighty
dollar.” “Oh | love my wife, she is tops!” Or, “He’s

the greatest.” No, no, no, no... But the word ‘Allah’
can only be applied to the One who has created all

of this that we have previously described. So from this
point, I’'m going to use the word ‘Allah,” and you know
whom I’'m speaking about.

The word ‘Islam” is derived from the root ‘Sala-
ma’ - it means to be at peace. Therefore, a Muslim is a
person who surrenders, submits, and obeys the law of
Almighty God.

And through this submission obtains peace and
serenity for themselves. We can immediately see, that
by such a definition, the Arabic word ‘Islam’ describes
the same manner and behavior of all the well-known
and respected prophets and messengers of Almighty
God... All of them including Adam, Noah, Abraham,
Moses, David, Solomon, Isaac, Ishmael, Jacob, John
the Baptist, Suleiman, Jesus the son of Mary, and
Muhammad (May Allah’s peace be upon them all.) All
of these men, these prophets and messengers, came
from the same Almighty God, with the same message,
with the same chain of transmission, and they said
one thing - obey God! Worship Almighty God and
fulfill the purpose of life and do ooc?actions, and you
will be rewarded with another life. That's all they said!
Don’t make it more than that! That's all they said, re-
gardless of what language and what time, whom they
came to - that’s all t%ey said.

If you read the scriptures carefully, without
your own interpretation or somebody else’s addition
or fabrication - you will find that this was the simple
message of all those prophets who confirmed one an-
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other. Not one of those prophets ever said, “I am God
- worship me.” You will not find it in any of the holy
books that you have - not the Bible, not the Torah,
not the New Testament, not the Psalms of David - you
will not find it in any book. You will not find it in the
SEeech of any prophet. Go home tonight and palm
through all the pages of your Bible, and | guarantee
you - you will not find it once. Anywhere! So where
did this come from? That’s something that you'll have
to investigate.

We can easily see that by such a definition, the
Arabic word describes what all the prophets did. They
all came and submitted themselves to God; Surren-
dered themselves to God; Called the people to God;
And asked the people and insisted upon the people to
do deeds of rigﬁteousness. The Ten Commandments
of Moses - what was that? The speech of Abraham -
what was that? The Psalms of David - what was that?
The Proverbs of Solomon - what did he say? The Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ - what did he say? What did John
the Baptist say? What did Isaac and Ishmael say? What
did Muhammad say? Nothing more than that!

“And they have been commanded no more than
this: To worship Allah, offering Him sincere de-
votion, being true (in faith); to establish regular
prayer; and to practice regular charity; and that is
the Religion Right and Straight.” [Quran 98:5]

-

2

This is what Allah said. And they were ordered
nothing except to worship Allah, being sincere toward
Him. And this was the straightway, this was the origi-
nal message.

By the same token, it would also be appropri-
ate here to consider both prophets and messengers
as Muslims, because a ‘Muslim’ is what? Don't think
about the Arabic terminology, don't think about how
we address them— don’t think about Mecca, or Saudi
Arabia, or Egypt. No! Think about what the word
‘Muslim” means. ‘He who surrenders himself to Al-
mighty God, and obeys the laws of the Almighty God,’
in that case whether naturally or in a dialectical man-
ner - everything that surrenders to the law of Almighty
God is a Muslim!

So, when a child comes out of a womb of its
mother at the time that God has ordered - what is it?
It's a Muslim. When the sun goes around in its or-

Page 4



bit - what is it? It's a Muslim! When the Moon goes
around the Sun - what is it? It's a Muslim! The law of
gravity - what is it? It’s a Muslim law! Everything that
submits to the Almighty God is a Muslim! Therefore,
when we willfully obey Almighty God we are Muslims!
Jesus Christ was a Muslim. His blessed mother was a
Muslim. Abraham was a Muslim. Moses was a Mus-
lim. All the prophets were Muslims! But they came

to their people and they spoke different languages.
The prophet Muhammad (SAW) spoke the Arabic
language. And so, in the Arabic language the one who
submits and surrenders is Muslim. Every prophet and
messenger of Almighty God brought the very same
and fundamental message-- ‘Worship Almighty God
and be sincere towards Him.” As we examine the mes-
sage of each of the well-known prophets, we could
easily conclude this fact.

Where there is a conflict, it is a result of false
assertions, fabrications, exaggerations, personalized
interpretations of alleged writers, historians, scholars,
and individuals. For instance, let me point something
out to you that you may have already looked at. As a
Christian I've looked at it before | became a Muslim
and... | didn’t understand it. How come throughout
the Old Testament God is always referred to as One-
-the Master and Lord and King of the Universe. And
that in the first commandment given to Moses, He
did not allow anybody to worship any graven images;
Or to bow down to anything in tﬁe Heavens, or the
Earth, or the sea below - He’d never allow that. All the
prophets said that there is only One God. Through-
out the Old Testament this is repeated over and over
again. And then, all of a sudden we get four testimo-
nies - four Gospels called Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John. Matthew who? Mark Who? Luke who? John
who? Four different Gozlpels that were written for-
ty-eight years apart. And none of these men, who did
not collaborate with each other, none of them, wrote
their last name. If | gave you a check for your pay this
month and | wrote my first name on the check and
told you to take it to the bank - would you accept that
check? No, you wouldn't... If the policeman stopped
you and asked for your identification or passport and
you only had your first name, would that be accept-
able to Kim? Could you get a passport with your first
name? Did your mother and gther only give you one
name? Where in the history of men is one name ac-
cepted as a documentation, where? Nowhere! Except
in the New Testament.

And how can you base your faith upon four Gospels
that are written by four men that didn’t seem to know
their last names? Then, after those four Gospels, there
are fifteen more books written by a man who was an
apostate who killed Christians, tortured Christians,
and then said that he in a vision saw Jesus. And he
was commissioned as an Apostle of Jesus. If | told you
that Hitler, after he killed all the Jews, then he him-
self decided that he wanted to be saved. And he met
Christ or Moses on the path and he became a Jew.
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And he wrote fifteen books and added them to the
Torah - would this be acceptable to the Jews? No, you
wouldn’t accept that. So how can four books written
by men without a last name, and fifteen other books
written by another man--and this is the first time that
God is called a man, and the first time that God is
called three, and the first time God was given a son-

- how is this acceptable to Christians? How? Think
about it! We won't argue that point. I'll just give you
something to think about.

The advent of Prophet Muhammad (SAW)
did not bring a new religion or a way of life as some
people ominously claim. On the contrary, the proph-
et (SAW) confirmed the life and messa%qe of all the
previous prophets and messengers. Both through his
personal conduct and through divine revelations he
received from the Almighty. The sacred scripture that
Muhammad (SAW) brought is called the Quran. It
means ‘that which is recited.” Because Muhammad
(SAW) did not write the Quran. He did not author the
Quran. Nobody came and helped him write the Qu-
ran. And nobody collaborated with him on this. The
Angel Gabriel recited the words to him! And Almi%]hty
God made his heart a receptacle of that. The Prophet
Muhammad’s (SAW) heart was a receptacle of revela-
tion and we have this Quran that has been preserved
for years without any change. Is there any other book
in t%e world that you know of that has been preserved
as it was revealed without any change? No book...
Only the Quran.

Don’t take my word for it! Go to the library
and read what the Encyclopedia Britannica, or the
World Encyclopedia, or the Americana’s Encyclope-
dia, or any other universal encyclopedia of the world
that was not written by Muslims. Read what it says
about Islam, the Quran, and Muhammad (SAW). Read
what non-Muslims say about the Quran, Islam, and
Muhammad (SAW). Then you will accept that what
I’'m saying is universally documented and clear! That
Muhammad (SAW) is the most profound individual in
the history of humanity. Read what they say. That the
Quran is the most incredible, the most profound piece
of literature in the annals of history! Read what they
say. That the Islamic way of life is categorized and so
precise and dynamic! ...It has never changed.

The sacred scripture that Muhammad (SAW)
received is called ‘The Quran.” And each of the
prthets and messengers also received the scripture.
In the Quran, these prophets, their scriptures, their
stories, and the principle of their mission is mentioned
with profound detail. Did Muhammad (SAW) meet
them, talk with them, eat with them, and collaborate
with them to write their biographies? No, of course he
didn’t. In the Quran, Muhammad (SAW) is referred to
as the messenger of Almighty God and the seal of the
Erevious prophets-- whic% is the limit of his role as a

uman being.
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“Muhammad is not the father of any of your men,
but (he is) the Messenger of Allah, and the Seal of
the Prophets: and Allah has full knowledge of all
things.” [Quran 33:40]

Muslims do not worship Muhammad, we're
not ‘Muhammadans.” We have not the right to change
the name ‘Muhammad’ and say we are ‘Muhammag—
ans.” No, the people who had followed Moses, they
were not ‘Moseans.” The people who followed Jacob
were not ‘Jacobites.” Or the people who followed
Abraham were not ‘Abrahamians.” Or ‘Davidians.’
...No, no ,no. So how do people call themselves
‘Christians?” Christ did not call himself a ‘Christian,” so
how do people call themselves ‘Christians?’

Jesus Christ (PBUH) said that whatever he re-
ceived from Almighty God was the word of God, and
what he heard is what he said! That’s what he did! So
how do people call themselves ‘Christians?” We have
to be Christ-like! And what was Christ like? He was a
servant of the Almighty God; so we should be servants
of Almighty God, that’s all!

As the final scripture and divine revelation, the
Quran makes the very clear and concise statement,

“This day have I perfected your religion and com-
pleted my favor upon you. And chose the Islam as a
complete way of life.” [Quran 5:3].

So through the Quran, the word ‘Islam’ came.
Because, when the building is complete, you call it
‘a house.” When the car is on the assembly line, it is
not ‘an automobile” - it is in the process of assembly!
When it has been completed, it has been certified, it
has been test-driven - it is now ‘an automobile.” When
Islam was completed as a revelation, as a book, as an
example through the Prophet Muhammad (SAW), it
ltflgen became ‘Islam.” It became a complete way of
ife.

So it is the word that was new... But not the
practice...not the prophet...not the order from God...
not a new God...not a new revelation...But only the
name, Islam. And as | said previously, who were all the
prophets? They were all Muslims. Another distinction
to keep in mind is that Muhammad (PBUH), unlike his
predecessors - he did not come to the Arabs or to his
own people exclusively. No... Therefore, Islam is not
a religion of the Arabs. Although the Prophet Muham-
mad, the son of Abdullah, was born in Mecca, a city
in the Arabian Peninsula, and was an Arab by birth,
he did not bring Islam to only the Arabs. He brought
Islam to all people.

Although the Quran was revealed in the Arabic
language, it dispels any inclinations or assertions that
the message of Muhammad was limited or meant for
the Arabs exclusively. In the Holy Quran Allah says,
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“And you have not been sent, oh Muhammad, ex-
cept to the all of humanity.” [Quran 21:107]

The Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him) said:

All mankind is from Adam and Eve, an Arab has no
superiority over a non-Arab, nor a non Arab has any
superiority over an Arab; also a White has no superior-
ity over a Black nor a Black has any superiority over a
White except by piety and good action.

As such, Muhammad (PBUH) is the finality and
crown of the great prophets and messengers before
him. Most human beings--they simply don’t know this
information. And since | am making reference to the
Quran to support my presentation, | will give some
background information on the Quran itself. First of
all, the Quran makes the claim that it is the product of
divine revelation. That is, it was sent down from the
Almighty God to Muhammad for inspiration.

Allah says, “Nor does he say (aught) of (his own)
Desire.”

“It is no less than inspiration sent down to him.”
[Quran 53:3-4]

Muhammad is not speaking for himself, his
ideas, his own ambition, or his own emotion and feel-
ings. But, this is a revelation which is being revealed
to him! This is the statement of Allah. Therefore, if |
am to convince you of the authenticity of the Quran,
| must prove - one, that it was impossible for Muham-
mad to have manufactured such a book. Secondly,
| must prove that it was equally impossible for any
hhuman agency to have created it. Let us think about
this.

The Quran makes the statement,

“And we created the human beings from the hang-
ing clot that was clinging to the wall of the womb.”
[Quran 23:13].

“Created man from a clinging substance.”
[Quran 96:2]
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How did the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh)
know that the embryo started out as a clot hanging
and clinging to the wall of the uterus of the mother?
Did he have a telescope? Did he have a cystoscope?
Did he have some kind of x-ray vision? How did Ee
receive this knowledge, when it was just discovered
forty seven years ago?

Likewise, how did he know that the oceans
have a barrier between them to separate the salt and
the fresh water? And it is He Who has let free the two
seas (kinds of water), one palatable and sweet, and
the other salt and bitter, and He has set a barrier and
a complete partition between them.” [Quran 25:53]

How did he know this?

“It is He Who created the Night and the Day, and

the sun and the moon: all (the celestial bodies) swim

each in its rounded course.” [Quran 21:33]
+

-
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How did he know that the Sun, and the Moon,
and the planets are all swimming in an orbit that had
been ordered for them? How did he know this? And
on, and on, and on - how did he know these things?
These things have just been discovered twenty five or
thirty years ago. Technology and science, the sophis-
tication of which you and I well know have just been
discovered. How did Muhammad (PBUH), who lived
more than 1500 years ago-- an uneducated shepherd
who was raised in the desert, not knowing how to
read or write-- how could he know something like
this? How could he produce something like this? And
how could anyone else living with him, before, or
after, produce something that has just been discovered
recently. That's impossible!! How could a man who
never left the Arabian Peninsula, a man who never
sailed on a ship, who lived more than 1500 years ago
--make such clear and astounding descriptions that
were just recently discovered in this half of the twenti-
eth century?

Also, if this is not enough, let me mention that
the Quran has a hundred and fourteen chapters, over
six thousand verses. And there were hundreds of peo-
ple in the time of the Prophet Muhammad (SAW) who
memorized this book entirely. How did that happen?
Was he some kind of genius? Did anyone memorize
the Gospel - any of them? Did anybody memorize the
Torah, the Psalms, the Old Testament, the New Testa-
ment? Nobody has done that. Not even the Pope.

But there are millions of Muslims today who
have memorized this entire book. This is the ambition
of every Muslim. Not some — but every! How many
Christians have you ever met in your life, that has
memorized the Bible? None. You've never met any
Christian that memorized the whole Bible, because
you've never met a Christian who even knew what
was the whole Bible. Why is that? Because, Christians
themselves have over seven hundred different de-
nominations, and there are approximately thirty nine
different versions of the Bible--with different books
and different versions. Different number of verses and
different number of chapters. And they don’t agree
to that. So how could they even memorize what they
don't agree about.

It’s just some facts about the Quran. The Qu-
ran has been universally preserved without the slight-
est alteration of any kind in fifteen centuries. And I'm
not speaking in a condemning fashion. I’'m a person
who was a Christian. A person who found out these
things by my own investigation. A person who is now
sharing this information with you. Overturning some
rocks for you to look under. And it’s up to you!

Just think about if all of this were true. Would
you agree that this book is quite profound? And
unique, to say the least? Would you be honest enough
to say that? Of course you would, if you were honest.
And you are. Within yourselves, you have to come to
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that conclusion. Many other non-Muslims came to the
same conclusion. People such as Benjamin Franklin,
Thomas Jefferson, Napoleon Bonaparte, and Winston
Churchill, to name a few. Many more and | could go
on, and on, and on. They came to the same conclu-
sion. Whether they accepted Islam openly, or not.
They came to that conclusion-- that there is no other
literature in the world as profound as the Quran, a
source of wisdom and healing and direction.

Now that we have settled the issue of au-
thenticity of the Quran, let us turn to another subject
matter: the basic themes of the Quran. The supreme
oneness of Almighty God, which includes His names,
His attributes, the relationship between God Almighty
and His creation, and how human beings should
maintain that relationship. The continuity of prophets
and messengers, their lives, their messages, and their
overall mission. The insistence upon following the final
and universal example of Muhammad (pbuh), the Seal
of the Prophets and Messengers. Reminding human
beings of the shortness of this life and calling them
towards the eternity of the life hereafter. Life hereafter,
meaning after here. Hereafter, you leave this place
and you're going somewhere; | don’t mean tonight.
But after you die and you leave this Earth, you are go-
ing somewhere, whether you accept it, or don’t know
about it; You're going there, and you are responsible,
because you have been told-- even if you have reject-
ed it. Because the object of this life is not for you to
sit here, and after this do nothing and have no effect.
Every cause has an effect! And you came into this life
for a cause and a purpose, and it must have an effect!
It must warrant some sort of effect! You don’t go to
school to just stay there! You don’t go to work not to
get paid! You don't build a house and don’t move into
it! You don't get a suit made and don’t wear it! You
don’t grow up as a child and don’t become an adult!
You don’t work without expecting a reward! You
cannot live without expecting to die! You cannot die
without the expectancy of the grave! And you cannot
expect that the grave is the end. Because that would
mean that God has created you for a foolish purpose.
And you have not gone to school, worked, or done
anything, or have chosen a wife, or chosen the name
of your children for a foolish purpose. How could you
assign to God something less than yourselves?

In an attempt to capture and convince the
imagination and faculties of reasoning, the Quran goes
through great length and beauty to expound upon the
oceans and rivers, the trees and plants, the birds and
insects, the wild and domestic animals, the mountains,
the valleys, the expansion of the heavens, the celestial
bodies and the universe, the fish and the aquatic life,
the human anatomy and biology, human civilization
and history, the description of paradise and hell, the
evolution of the human embryo, the missions of all
the prophets and messengers, and the purpose of life
on Earth. And how could a shepherd boy, born in the
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desert, who grew up illiterate and could not read--
how could he expound upon things that he was never
exposed to? The most unique aspect of the Quran,
however, is that it serves to confirm all the previous re-
vealed scriptures. And, after examining the religion of
Islam, you should decide to become a Muslim, you do
not have to consider yourself changing your religion!
You are not changing your religion...You see, if you
lost some weight, you wouldn’t throw that $500 suit
away--of course you wouldn’t! You would take it to

a tailor and say, ‘Listen, take this in a little bit for me,
please. Make some alterations to this because | like
this suit.” Likewise, with your belief, your honor, your
virtue, your love of Jesus Christ, Four attachment to
God, your worship, your truthfulness, and your ded-
ication to Almighty God - you don’t change that and
throw it away! You hold on to that! But, you make
alterations where you know that the truth has been
revealed to you! That's all!

Islam is simple: to bear witness that there’s
none to be worshiped except Almighty God. If | asked
any of you to bear witness that your father is your
father--how many of you would say, ‘Yes, my father
is my father; My son is my son; My wife is my wife; |
am who | am.” Then how is it that you hesitate to bear
witness that the Almighty is One and the Almighty
God is the only One, and that the Almighty God is
your Lord and your creator? Why are you arrogant to
do this? Are you being glorious? Do you possess some-
thing that God doesn’t possess? Or, are you confused?
That's the question you have to ask yourself.

If you had the chance to put things straight
with your conscience, and to put things straight with
God, would you do so? If you had the chance to ask
God to accept the best of your deeds, would you do
so? If you had the chance to do this before you died,
and you thought that you would die tonight, would
you not hesitate to bear witness that there’s only one
God? If you thought that you would die tonight and
that in front of you was paradise and in your back was
hellfire, would you not hesitate to bear witness that
Muhammad is the final messenger of God and repre-
sentative of all the prophets? You would not hesitate
to bear witness that you are one of those who would
like to be written down in the book of God as those
who submit!

But, you think you're gonna live a little while.
And of course, you're not ready to pray every day!
That'’s because you think you're gonna live a whi?e.
But how much is ‘a little while?” How long ago was it
when you had a full head of hair? How long ago was it
when your hair was all black? You got aches and pains
in your knees and elbows and in other places! How
long ago was it when you were just a child, running
an playing without a care? How long ago was it? It
was yesterday! Yes. And you're gonna die tomorrow.
So how long you wanna wait?
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Islam is to bear witness that Almighty God is
God, the only God, the only One without any part-
ners. Islam is to acknowledge the existence of the
Angels who were sent with the duty of revealing the
revelations to the prophets. Carrying the message to
the prophets. Controlling the winds, the mountains,
the oceans, and taking the life of those whom God has
ordered to die. Islam is to acknowledge that all the
prophets and messengers of Almighty God were righ-
teous men. And that they were all sent by Almighty
God acknowledging the fact that there will be a final
day of judgement for all creatures. Islam is to acknowl-
edge that all good and evil has been proportioned by
Almighty Gog. Finally, Islam is to acknowledge that
there will definitely be a resurrection after death.

Islam is like a big house. And every house has
to be built with a foundation and pillars to support a
house. Pillars and a foundation. And you have to build
a house with rules. The pillars are the rules! And when
you build your house, you must follow the rules.

The fundamental duties incumbent upon every
Muslim are simple, and are summed up in just 5
simple rules, the so-called Five Pillars of Islam: Belief,
Worship, Fasting, Almsgiving, and Pilgrimage.

The most important rule of Islam is to uphold
the strict code of monotheism. That is, to not accept
any partners with God. Not to worship anything along
with God. The believer worships God directly with-
out the intercession of priests or clergy or saints. Not
to say anything about God that you have no right to
say. Not to say, ‘he has a father, a son, a daughter, a
mother, an uncle, an aunt, a board of trustees.” Not to
say anything about God that you have no right to say.
When you bear witness, you sentence yourself. You
take the sentence that you want. You either sentence
yourself to peace and paradise, or you sentence your-
self to confusion, frustration, hellfire and punishment.
You sentence yourself.

So ask yourself, “Do | bear witness that there
is only one God?” When you ask yourself that ques-
tion, you should answer, “Yes, | bear witness.” Then
ask yourself the next question. Do | bear witness that
Muhammad is a messenger of Almighty God? “Yes, |
do bear witness.” If you %ear witness to that, then you
are a Muslim. And you don't have to change what you
were. You just have to make alterations in what you
were--in your thinking and practice.

Finally, I ask you an honest and direct ques-

tion: Have you have understood what | said to
you? If you agree with what | said and are ready
to enter Islam, you are ready to become a Mus-
lim. To become a Muslim, you must first declare

the Shahada “the testimony”; which is to de-
clare the belief in the Oneness of God and the

acceptance of Muhammad as God'’s prophet.
http://www.islamicbulletin.org/purpose/shahada/sh_english.mp4
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Ash-hadu anlaa ilaaha ill-Allah, wa ash-hadu anna
Muhammadan rasulu llah

“Which means that you believe that there isn’t any
God except the one and only true God who created
everything “Allah” and Muhammad is the messen-
ger of God.

The audio version and others are available in several
languages in our website at www.islamicbulletin.org.

http://www.islamicbulletin.org/audio/english/purpose_english.mp3

May Allah bless us. May Allah guide us. |
would like to say to all of the non-Muslim readers of
this publication---Be very honest with yourself. Think
about what you have read. Take this information with

ou and absorb it. Sit down with a Muslim person and
et them explain a little further to you the beauty of
Islam. Take the next step!

When you are ready to accept Islam and
become a Muslim, wash yourself before formally
becoming a Muslim. Accept Islam. Know about Islam.
Practice Islam. And enjoy the bounties that Allah has
bestowed upon you, because faith is not The most
important rule of Islam is to uphold the strict code of
monotheism. That is, to not accept any partners with
God. Not to worship anything along with God. The
believer worships God irectigy without the interces-
sion of priests or clergy or saints. Not to say anything
about God that you have no right to say. Not to say,
‘he has a father, a son, a daughter, a mother, an uncle,
an aunt, a board of trustees.” Not to say anything
about God that you have no right to say. When you
bear witness, you sentence yourself. You take the
sentence that you want. You either sentence yourself
to peace and paradise, or you sentence yourself to
confusion, frustration, helltire and punishment. You
sentence yourself.

If you don’t put it into practice, you lose it like
a fragrance. May Allah guide us. May Allah help us.
And | appreciate the honor of being able to speak to
you through this publication.

Learn about the prophet Muhammad (PBUH)

You will need a Windows PC and Flash to use this section:
http://www.islamicbulletin.org/sira/sira.swf

Click mouse, wait to load, click red button, choose timeline for listen-
ing, scroll era of your choice and then click on white circle. You can aso
watch documentary by clicking on media. For PDF format click below:

www.islamicbulletin.org/free_downloads/prophet/sira.pdf
http://www.islamicbulletin.org/newsletters/issue_25/sermon.aspx

Learn On How To Pray / Step-By- Step

www.islamicbulletin.org/free_downloads/prayer/prayer.pdf
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The Wisdom in Islam

‘Wisdom In Islam’” encompasses in its radiant words the
true goals that all of us must strive for. Its bounty of mercy,
forgiveness, and guidance is stunning in its clarity. If per-
haps each of us would make the commitment to practice
these principles for even one day we would feel the power
and grace of Allah working in our lives. Imagine using this
wonderful guidance on a regular basis? It is especially im-
portant to endeavor to practice and then to invite others to
practice these beautiful words of wisdom.

A Bedouin came one day to the Prophet (Peace Be Upon
Him) and said to him, “O, Messenger of Allah! I've come to
ask you a few questions about the affairs of this life and the
Hereafter.”

- Ask what you wish.

- I'd like to be the most learned of men.
- Fear Allah, and you will be the most learned of men.

- | wish to be the richest man in the world.
- Be contented, and you will be the richest man in the
world.

- I'd like to be the most just man.
- Desire for others what you desire for yourself, and you
will be the most just of men.

- | want to be the best of men.
- Do good to others and you will be the best of men.

- | wish to be the most favored by Allah.
- Engage much in Allah’s praise, and you will be most
favored by Him.

- I'd like to complete my faith.
- If you have good manners you will complete your faith.

- | wish to be among those who do good.

- Adore Allah as if you see Him. If you don’t see Him, He
seeth you. In this way you will be among those who do
good.

- | wish to be obedient to Allah.
- If you observe Allah’s commands you will be obedient.

- I'd like to be free from all sins.
- Bathe yourself from impurity and you will be free from
all sins.

- I'd like to be raised on the Day of Judgment in the light.
- Don’t wrong yourself or any other creature, and you
will be raised on the Day of Judgment in the light.

- I'd like Allah to bestow His mercy on me.
- If you have mercy on yourself and on others, Allah will
grant you mercy on the Day of Judgment.

- I'd like my sins to be very few.
- If you seek the forgiveness of Allah as much as you can,
your sins will be very few.
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- I'd like to be the most honorable man.
- If you do not complain to any fellow creature, you will
be the most honorable of men.

- I'd like to be the strongest of men.
- If you put your trust in Allah, you be the strongest of
men.

- I'd like to enlarge my provision.
- If you keep yourself pure, Allah will enlarge your pro-
vision.

- I'd like to be loved by Allah and His messenger.
- If you love what Allah and His messenger love you will
be among their beloved ones.

- | wish to be safe from Allah’s wrath on the Day of Judg-
ment.

- If you do not lose your temper with any of your fellow
creatures, you will be safe from the wrath of Allah on
the Day of Judgment.

- What will save me from sins?
- Tears, humility and illness.

- What are the beet deeds in the eyes of Allah?
- Gentle manners, modesty and patience.

- What are the worst evils in the eyes of Allah?
- Hot temper and miserliness.

- What assuages the wrath of Allah in this life and in the
Hereafter?
- Concealed charity and kindness to relatives.

- What extinguishes hell’s fires on the Day of Judgment?
- Patience in adversity and misfortunes.

“l have never heard a tradition more comprehensive of the
beauties of religion, and more beneficial than this hadith. It
collects all the good things of Islam.”

BaS=a

Assalamu Alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa barakatuh

[Arabic for “Peace be unto you and so may the mercy of
Allah and His blessings.”]

If you would like to become Muslim or need more infor-
mation on Islam, please email us at info@islamicbulletin.
org or visit us at:

www.islamicbulletin.org
http://www.islamicbulletin.org/purpose/english/purpose.html

http://www.isIamicbu|Ietinprg/ﬁurpose/shahada/sh_english.mp4

http://www.islamicbulletin.org/intro.htm
http://www.islamicbulletin.org/services/new_muslims.htm

http://www.islamicbulletin.org/free_downloads/flipping/muslim_christian_dialogue/index.html

http://www.islamicbulletin.orgi/free downloads/new_muslim/muslim_christian_dialogue.pdf
http://www.islamicbulletin.org/services/all_ebooks_p1.aspx
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